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VI MEETING OF 1BR INTER-AMERICAY CONGRESS OF MUNICIPALITIES 


At the annual meeting of the Executive Comites of the Inter-American Muni- 
cipal Organization held in Miami, Plor: 2, on November 27, 1955, the date of Au- 
gust 15, 1956 for the insuguration of the sessions o the VI Meeting of the Inter- 
American Congress of Municipalities at Penoma City was ratified, us this date is 
the anniversary of the foundation of this city. 


For this mectins that will take place i1. the Hose1 "El Panamá" from the 1hth 
to the 19th of August, the following topics ere inciuded in the Agendas: 


1. Growth and Developnent of Urban and £uburban Minas. 
II. Fiscal Resources of Municipalities ir. Belatior to Municipal Autonomy and 
the neccessity to Assure and Strenstien This Ausunory Within Appropriate - 
Limits. [54 
111. Evaluation of Inter-municipal Cooperation with Special Emphesis on the ze 
Usefulness of National Associatious of Municipc. Ítios. Z 
IV. Scientific Mansegenent at the Executive Level as aq “ool of Increased Effi- 
ciency and Better Response to Local Needs. 


The Local Organization Committee is formed by the following personalitics: 
Liut. Col. Alejandro Remón Cantera, Minister of the Intesjior and Justice; Dr. Mi- 
guel A. Ordóñez, Mayor of Panama; Dr. José D. Bazán, Mayor of Colón; Messrs. Pe- 
dro Galindo amd Victor D'Anello, Delegates from the City Council of Panama; Dir. 
César A. Quintero C., Delegate from the National University; Mr. Jorge Ramírez, 
Delegate from the Press; Mr. Pablo Abad, Delegate from the Phanher of Commerce , 
and Mr. José A. Molino, Deiegate from the Lion*s Club of Pencna. 


As Secretary General of the Organization Committee has been nppointed Lic. Al- 
fonso Herrera y Franco. Offices have been installed a Avenida Ecuador No. 4-68, 
Ciudad de Panama, Panema. Cable address is "COINMUN"; P.O. Box No. 3543. 


Several hundred municipal authorities, officials and expervs on municipal gov- 
ernment from all the Americas will ettend. 


In next issues of our "Boletín" we will keep informed our readers on the de- 
velopments of this mecting. 


Bolivia. The Mayor of La Paz, Don Juan Luis Gutierrez Granicr, who has shown a 
great activity in the discharge of his duties has given his attention, anong the 
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other matters that he has handled, to the important service of providing water 
supply to the capital city. For éhis purpose he obtained a loan of 500,000,000 
Bolivianos from the Banco Popular de Colombia for the municipality during the end 
of the ycar 1954, 


With this sum the first stage of the construction began, that is the necessa- 
ry Water was obtained by por bructáne dans at the Tuni lakes and the waters of 
the Condoriririver, which dam is known as the Tuni-Condoriri Dam. The canal to 
be used to distribute tne waters, the cost of which will be the highest, is ex- 
pected to be constructed through e supplementary loan of 1,000,000,000 Bola lanos 
e has been offered to the city to be delivered in the near future, by the same 
ank. 


It is expected that these works will provide abundant drinking water during 
30 or lO years for a city of one nillion inhabitants, thus solving one of the 
o needs of the city which according to the last census had a population of 
00,000 


Mayor Gutierrez Granier recently visited the United States of America on a 
trip under the auspices of the State Department of that country. 


According to "News from the International Fouse at New Orleans", the institu- 
tion that was visited by the Mayor of La Paz in going through that city, he de- 
elared that the municipal legislation of this city has undergone some necessary 
changes in order to mekxo 15 more modern and place it on a par with the progress 
made by the cormunity end that many other cities of Letin-America have been oblig- 
ed to do the same inasmuch as the legislative system of the Latin American muni- 
cipalities is very old having been enacted during colonial times. The Mayor of 
La Paz also stated that much of the new work that is being carried on in his city 
has been done thanks to the cooperation given by international organizations, 
specially under the Point Four Progran. 


Referring to the national econory he stated that the petroleun industry is 
progressing very notably to such en extent that Bolivia at the present time is ex- 
Pporting petroleunm to several neighbor nations, specially; to Chile, Brazil and Pa- 
raguay. The development of the petroleun industry has partially offset the drop 
in the revenue of the tin industry due to the Crop in prices of this ore on the 
world merket. The progress of the petroleun industry is even still more notable 
if we take into account the srmall amount of capital that has been invested in ex- 
ploration, said Mr. Gutierrez Granier. The general progran of the present govern- 
ment seeks to diversify the industries of the nation, A those that produce 
articles of prime necessity. It is hoped that this policy will permit Bolivia to 
leave the. ranks of non producing countries, at the seme time decreasing the number 
of Dollars that are spent in importing articles of prime necessity that can be 
used in the development of new end larger industries. 


Brazil. The First Congress of Municipalitics of the State of Rio de Janeiro was 
held with great solermmity during the past month of August at the Municipal Theatre 
in Niteroi under the san of the Society of Friends of the Municipalities, as 
reported in "Jornal dos Municípios", organ of said Society which was kindiy sent, 
us by Dr. Araujo ás Secretary of the Brazilian Municipal Association. 

The executive board was made up of Messrs. Miguel Couto Filho, Governor of the 
State; the Secretaries of the State: Orlando Vilela, of the Treasury; Moacyr Aze- 
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vedo, Of Agriculture; Rubens FalgXo, of Education; Angelo Bittencourt, of Health; 
Romeiro Neto, of the Interior and Justice; the President of the Legislative Assen- 
bly, Mr. Togo de Barros; Mr. Roberto da Silveira, Vice-Governor; Mr. Paulo Fernan- 
dez, Senator; Dr. Araujo Cavalcanti, in representation of the International Ins- 
titute of Administrative Sciences (Brazilian Scction); Francisco Burkinski, Pres 
ident of the Commercial and Industrial Association of the State of Rio de Jenéifas 
Mr. Edgar Texeira Leite, President of the National Council of Econony, and Freire 
de Morais, Director of the Department of Municipalities. 


As stated by Mr. Burkinski never had a Congress of Municipalities been held 
before in the State of Rio of the sane proportions under the sponsorship of a pri- 
vate association and in his opinion this is the first time that one has mot in 
Brazil on a regional scale, because in addition to Councilmen and Mayors, there 
were representativos of agriculture, cattle raising, business men, industrialists, 
members of cooperatives and associations, meetings for the purpose of discussing 
and reaching positive conclusions re sarna the fundamental problems of the State 
in an atmosphere of full cordiality. 


According to the words of Senator Paulo Fernendez, President of the Federation 
of Rural Associations, the Presidcnt of del A would shortly sign a provi- 
sion granting the ruralists a greater participation in the solution of the prob- 
Jems that afflict the peasants, o. He that wild be handled throush the 
Rural Social Service, the direction of which will be vested in a ruralist, 60% of 
the revenue callected for this service being investec in the municipality in which 
it is collectec. 


One of the principal nmotions presented to this meeting by the author Dr. Arau- 
Jo Cavalcanti, Apopaaad by Mr. Burkinski, was a regional epplication of the "Mu- 
nicipal Operation” reconended by the 111 National Congress of Municipalities under 
the auspices of the Brazilian Municipal Association, held at the city of San Lo- 
renzo, State of Minas Gerais during the month of May 195%, which in this case was 
entitled "Operation Rio de Janeiro” 


According to a bill drafted for this plan of social and economic development 
of the Rio de Ja ano municipelities, the Executive is authorized to organize and 
carry on said "Operation" which includes: 


I. A State works plan, also covering municipal services and enterprises 
II. A system of supplementary acts. 


The "Operation" which is an organic aseregation of projects, initiatives and 
rulings, has the following mein objectives: 


a) The changing of the municipalities into self supporting units and factors of 
economia and social development of the State through investments in projects 
that bring about wealth and the improvement of the living conditions of the 

7 inhabitants of the cities. 

b) To augment and strenzthen the financial and administrative capacity of the 
municipalities. 

c) Objectively to estinate and solve the essential problems of the State, pre- 
ferentially on the basis of agreements, or multilateral contracts. 

d) The reorganization, progress end odernizaticm of the mechanism of the State 
aná municipal administrations. 
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For the effective developnent of the economic and social development of the 
"n 
mnicipalities, the "Operation Rio de Janeiro" will mobilize its resources for thc 
purpose of solving the following basic problens: 


a) Intensive and decentralized industrialization; the production of power; atomic 
energy end rural electrification. 

b) A vell planned development of agriculture, cattle raising, fisheries, reforest- 
ation, soil conservation; agrarian reortaniza 2ation, the use of nonproductive 
Eres. 

c) The increase and modernization of transportation and e sys tens . 

d) The improvement of the living conditions and the raising of the cultural level 
of the people; popular housing; health a + urbanization AGE tourisn. 

e) Research, scientific and technological i stigations; studies and plaming; 
productivity. 


2 E 
E 
G 


It is provided that the Financial Lew of the A Kkio de Janeiro" shall. 
provide the resources necessary for carrying ouv the general plan, taking as the 
basis for the works, enterprises and services, the POLLO 1 DLIOTILICÓS 


r- 


a) Greater rentebility. 
Ub) A greater national, resicnal azd nunicipal economic interest. 
c) A greater social interest. 
ad) Lower municipal revenue. 
The financial participation of the State in the "Operation" shell be taken 
fron the followins rescurces: 
I. Budgetary assignments in the general o of the State in an amount never 
| under 10% of the respective annuai buázot project. 
PTI. The procecds from credit operations under special agreenents with Banco del 
Brazil, or the Netional Bank for Economic Development, or the National Bank 
bs of Cooperative Credit and Savings Accounts. 
eÑiTt. The proceeds from the collectimn of improvement texes, as these may be re- 
guiated. 
PIVS The excess State revenue. 
VW: The procecds from the collection of the rural land tex, as this will -be ro- 
: gulated. 
VI. The interest on special accounts of the "Operatior Rio de Janeiro", opened in 
the aforementionecd banks. 
MIT. The proceeds a the increase in collections resultinr fron the revision and 
modernization of the State of Rio tax system. 
VITT. Assessnents, ts: proceeds and profit from the contracis under the 
4 "Operation Rio de Janeiro", 
IX. The special entes Opera ion” qguota on a national plan desti 
State of Rio; eppropriations in the seneral budget of th a 
purpose. 
Percentages of balance ix foreign exchange under Rio de Janeiro exports,through 
: an agrecnent with the Federal Govermment. 
ÚXI. Eventual revenue that may be attributed thereto and assignment of anal 
; credits. 


E The Executive is authorized to contracts the loans that nmay be necessary and to 
y State oblisations up to the sun of three biilions Cruzelros. 


3 The Financial participation of the cities and municipal Cdistricts shell be estab- 
isos by law and throurh special agreements 
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- e texes and the participation of the State shall be levied and shell cover 
a es A EE 1 A o 

eS erentially the enterprises, works and services, of an intermunicipal or muni- 
cipal nature, the sizc of which excecds the tax capacity of the interested mni- 
cipal areas. 


1) ln a coming number of the "Inter-Auerican Municipal Review" we are publishing 
an erticle by Dr. Araujo Covalcanti on the "Meaning and importance of the Opcra- 
tion Rio de Janeiro", 


Canada. The Cenadian Federation of Mayors and Municipalities held its XVIII An- 
nual Conference fron pá 28th to Sept és lst. at the city of Edmonton. 


This year VASTO MEXe_ nore delezates in atrendance than in previous conferences 
being a registration of 579 municipal ofíiciais, observers and visitors. Also 
there were more E inciaj representatives tha in previous years and for the firgt 
time the Nortiwest Territories were pEreRAROsa by two delegates from Whitehorse, 
Yukon . 

From The Listening Post, official orzan «of the Federation,w take the informa- 


tion about this tas and useful munic: pal neetinz. 


The fiscal difficuitics cf Canadian imnis palities were given a thorough airing 
at the Conference. The implications of the existins inadequete runicipal tax bas 
were state in forthricht fashion. Subsequently, these views were carried to the 
Federal-Provincisl Conference (held in Otte va, On October) by a number of Mayors, 
most of them members of the Fedgrationts Netional Executive, who wcre asked to at- 
tend the Ottawa talks as Municipal Aávisors to their respective Provincial Preniers. 
p 
; But the problem of rmunicipal finance was not the only subject on the Ednmonton 
Conference agenda. Incdicative of the growing awereness of municipal administrators 
An other energins municipal pro blens ves the excecilent attendance at general Con- 
Ference sessions enú panel discussion periods. Authoritative speakers stirmilated 
keen discussion and interest in such netters as Civil Defense, Municipal Personne 
Problems, Problems Created for Urban Governments by Uncontrolled Fringe Area De- 

velopnents, Cost of Ecucation, Municipal Public Polatlons 5, andá Comparative Munici.-- 
pal Organization. 


The President of the Canadian Federation, Mayor Donald H. Mackay, of Calgary, 
Álta., following a well-established tradition, opened the Efmonton Conference with 
a forthright address which focussed attention or the major problems confronting 1u- 

¿nicipal governments in his country. 


In reférence to the financins of nunicipal services Mayor Mackey said; "You and 
“I have no quarrel with the ¿dea thot municipal services and facilities must keep 
pace with the needs of a growins and pro»ressive community. Our single concern as 
¿punicipal adiuinistrators is how to find the revenues with which to pay the costs of 
the many improvenent which onr citizens are Cenmending. Our dilerma consists of 
“trying to find ways and means whercby we can stretch the already trinly stretched 
¿municipal tex dollar so 1% will support the added costs wiick the rounting burden 
“of municipal services is imposing on it. 1t is a feat that requires more than a 


—magiciants wand." 


7 "The basic probler confronting municipal govermments is the severely limited 
nature of their primary source of revenue, nanmely: the tax on real property. This 
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tax, stable and important though it is, has a characteristic peculiarly its own. 

Ii does not readily respond to economic upsurges as quickly as do other forms of 

taxes which are geared to the productivity of business or income. Because of this, 

municipal govermments have not benefitted in any proportionate degree, so far as 
their property tax revenues are concerned, from the «general upsurge in income and 

o 5 productivity that has narked the Canadian econony since the end of World 
ar . 


"By contrast, the more flexible and varied sources of revenue available to the 
Federal and Provincial govermients have, in their buoyancy and their increasingly 
higher productivity, more accurately reflected the general prosperity and rise of 
economic activity. If some provinces have benefitted more than others, conmpensa- 
tion has been accoried by neans of agreements entered into with the Federal Govern- 
ment. As a consequence, there has been sone measure of equity and spread in the 
general level of income available to all the provinces. On balance, the revenue 
position of the Federal os provincial «overmments has been placed on a relatively 
secure and adequate basis. 


"The nunicipal govermients have not fared so well. Some of the provinces have 
assisted by means of per capita grants and other financial naids, but, even in those 
specially favoured provinces, the adequacy of such measures is for short of the: re- 
quirements of municipal governments. Lacking the revecnues to do so, municipal gov- 
ernments have been forced to postpone and sometimes curtail badly E eded services 


BRA facilities 20..", 


"The Federation, provincial associations, and municipal governments, from one 
end of the country to the SET have repcatedly demanded ea new deal for the muni- 
“cipal governents of a "This year added Mayor Mackay, "Canadian municipal- 
ities have some hope that their Pihahetai aifficuities wi11, Tor the" Pirst tines, 
be subjected to the det attention of all provincial governments and the Fe- 
deral Govermment.+. . . The Federal-Provincial Conference at Ottawa, will provide 
the opportunity for the Federal and provincial governments to eppraise the finan- 
cial plight of the local governnments of the country. 


"It is not unreasonable for mnicipal governnents to susgest and to hope that 
any agreenents reached at the October Conference at Ottawa between the Federal and 
provincial governments will be based upon and provide the means whereby the nuni- 
cipal govermnments of Canada will, in their turn, share in any re-allocation of Fo- 
deral-provincial finances which nmey be agreed upon." 


While the Federation's retiring president dwelt at length with the problen of 
“municipal finance he also indiceted that "there are a number of subsidiary problems 
which must cormend a greater share of our attention than they have in the past." 


| "One of the vexing problens has to do with the need for revision of the struct- 

“mre of local goverment. In this comection, 1t is being realized more and more 
that the administrative boundaries of some of our expanding urban nunicipalities no 
longer correspond to the econonic end political realities of the present day. In- 
“creasingly, questions of anmnexetion and amalgamation are beconing paramount »... 

“The whole question of boundary revisions, or of developing formulas whereby inter- 

—municipal coordination in metropolitan territories aná in fringe areas can be obtain- 

ed, ranks high upon the list of things which need to be resolved in the Pield of 


Mocal government." 
je "Another problem area is in the method and structure of our forms of municipal 


A 
pe p Ls 
Pa dida. 
Y 1 y JA lar Y AN Ñ 
' " e dle . e A 7 
" Ji ». 
2 : 8,1] ' . 
. ' t p ) Ni A di y 
A vee Po . 
5 Pe ñ 
v , y) , r > 
r 
4 $ Ms he o y 
0 EN pd 
F e De 
í 
4 ú Ey 
' 4 Pi e y pa » 
h | Da 5 Y Da oIdixsit peda tacióaco Y 
ef . > > ds y -, A sl E Hs a 4 MAS - A pen m2 
E > 7 o .. ó o " > y " pa . 4 Py La Edi 7 > 
d - y “ai y Y) dE aa DAS A ia A do 
* » y 
' ás Bea y 1 h 


ER] Ha b A EN CAS - Y d MO > A AR AMADO POTS 2 y , 4 DOSZaS puarua pe GA E 
¿e o 5 d da dl ña r da AR sy j d > E A TO y 7 ES 

AOL 0 tada 10 ¿ars ie e 0d AAA sa: na Le 

> y ) a ee 


a 50 po ¿OO Erre Dn amoldetooaar Lame 2. agita! 
É pd ne Eobascob: ribbeugor sv ido dr gritas 
EL ¡eto A ida en «+ sion) To ato 
ES OZ E ari TVE Latoasmit 1009 * sodt agord et 
Aros. Labor / Ed ecitación puEs £500 alí 
iva irak. Se 
návorg Duo AS site 
r 10 edaertsroy Issol 


a os has temas or areairesdos Logtebniai" eS Lnoscaiat 
OT pe Furtado st 00 ta vomwz aer y retos ade aA 54 = Tr 
Eat rr 180 odos eS 245 0094 bras. e Lite atns 
Aena»: pm La NE da ms tried al «Lite aura. 


e, 


AN : re, Same sd yaa obio 20m 
bal o | | 


Ego eel db dial da «Lin Il prior | 
NA q. ado 0 Tu sd 0 SA JR pe jur q 
0 al PERS adó ritos mui po 


E 


> 


ps to dolitvor et 5svr adi ED oe 0d + 
A TOS DEA y atbod: A 

0 ddi au yates" Tue do. 
BUT 0 Ro acético la 
mag ntaones te: ¿ette 
Ap su 


BOLETIN -The Municipal Digest of the Anericas Nov.-Dec., 1955 Pp. Y 


e e e a 


organization and administration. It is no longer possible to conduct municipal 
business by the simple procedure of calling e town hall meeting of the citizenry. 
The business administration of our cities and towns must be undortaken with ef- 
ficiency and. dispatch. This is a task for the professional administrator. On the 
other hand, we cannot afford to let the professional adrinistrator determine the 
policies which are to govern the prosressive municipal affairs of the cormaunity. 
This is a task for the elected municipal council. We rust, therefore, find ways 
and neans whereby these two essential elenents of local government can be effect- 
ively integrated to the end that the total scheme of” local government will not only 
be efficiently and econonically operated but so that it will be more intelligently 
anc more easily understood by thu average citizen." 


"In like nanner," Mayor Mackay concluded, "we have got to give more thought 
and attention to the means whereby we can ESrenftñión our municipal service to the 
end that we may attract an retain a high calibre of local government officers 
The difficulty sone of us have experienced in roceni yeors in obtaining replace- 
ments when senior officials have retirod nmekcs 1t inperetive for us to encourage 
more of our talented young people to consiéer the municipal service as a lifetine 


parecer." 


An important decision nade at the Ednonton A e involved approval for - 
the Executive Cormittee to proceed with the preparation o? a study an brief to be 
presentec to the Royal Cormissior on Canada!s - Eco cononic Prospects. 


The study contermlated by the Federetion will enbrace a forecast and analysis 
of municipal requirements over the eS of the next twenty-five years in the fol. 
lowing fields: + lp siírects and hisghweays, schools, hospitals and related inst- 
¿TFtutions, ness transportation, recreation, municipal plant-weter supply, sewcrs, 
Sc», finance and esoo consiitutional and lezislative requirenent ts, special 
requirenents of netrcpolitan areas. In a issue of the Inter-American Munici- 

pal Review vill be publish a summary cf this report which author is Mr. George 
S. Mooney, Executive Director of the Canadian Federation of Mayors and Municipal- 
itices. 


At the enc of the Conference Mayor J. David Steward, of Charlottetown, F-Bolos 
was elected President of the Federation for the annual period 1955-56. 


Cuba . "The VI Meeting of the Inter-American Congress of Municipalities will have 
the full pia of the Association of Engineers and Architects of Ena which is 
lease to see that that ioeting is to be helc in the City of Panama", as reported 
by Enginecr ir Cerbonell -a distinguished professional, President cf said As- 
“sociation, which recently headed a ¿roup of Engineers and Architects fron Panana 
“who visited Hevana durins the first week of Noverber- to Dr. Carlos M. Morán, our 
Secretary General. 


Mr. Carbonell showed his great interest in the gubject "Expansion and. Develop- 
ment of Urban and Sub-urben Areas” susgestel for the VI Mecting by the Division of 
Planning and Housing of the Pan American Union in charge of Mr. Anatole A. Solow. 


The group of Engineers headed by Mr. Carbonell left pleasant remories in Cuba 
and in lenving for Mexico Mr. Carbonell expressed hinself in very kindly terms 
which we greatly appreciate and which we are pleased to insert herein as they a 
peared in "El Mundo": 


"In leaving with o - adieu we are teking with us such a dcep impression of 
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e id of our colleagues, the civil engineers, to such an ex- 
at our knowledge has been greatly enriched just as if we had 
taken a post graduate coursc. On the óther hand the exquisite attentions the ge- 
nerosity and the open heartedness of all] Cubans has provided us with Monénts of in- 
tense enotion. I cannot find words with which to express not only our apprecia- 
tion but our edriiration at the progress made by our profession in Cuba. The Pana- 
manian Society of Engineers and Architects has contracted a debt of honor with cur 
Cuban colleagues and the concerns of this unforgettable Pearl of the Antilles, as 
well as with all the citizenry who have shown to all of us an affection that a > 
comparable only to the highest things of the spirit. Ss 

"I belicve that more engincers and architects from other countries should cone 
to Cuba to see what progress hes been node here specially in concrete construction 
What has been achieved here seens incredible. High resistant contrete daring pe 
structures, designs of astonishin: architecturals functionality, ete Rapa things 
that serve as great lessons to all men of our profession throughout the world and 
here in Cuba, where our colleagues receive us with open arms, without selfishness 
and with great generosity place at our disposal their knowledse and experiences 
We find a paradise in which to cone to learn. a de 


n ES 24 . 
Our most fervent wish is that this marvellous country will continue alongs its 
great route of progress and improvement for the glory of our profession." 


United States of Anmcrica. A nerber of the "Inter-American Municipal Organization", 
the American Municipal Association, representing 12,000 nunicipalitics in the U.S. 
and its territories, held its 32nd Annual Congress at the city of Miami, Fla., 
from November 27 to 30, with a participation of nore than 1,500 mayors and other 
municipal officials, as well as special observers from abroad. 


Secretary of Defense, Charles E. Wilson, and forner governor Adlai E. Steven- 
son, were the featured speakers at the four-day American Municipal Congress. 


The sessions were devoted to an airing of current and future urban problens, 
being the thene of this necting "City, State, and Federal Relations." 


Meyer Kestnbaun, special assistant to the President, keynoted the conclave on 
Monday morning (Noveriber 28) with an address on "City-Federal Relations”; and Gov- 
ernor Paul L. Patterson of Oregon presented his views on "City-State Relations." 
At luncheon, Secretary Wilson delivered his adcress. 


Monday afternoon was devoted to a discussion of netropolitan and fringe area 
problens over which Meyor Robert F. Wagner of New York City presicded. The parti- 
cipants included Mayor Richard J. Daley of Chicago who spoke on "The Central City"; 

Mayor Noel Porter of Palo Alto, spoke on "The Suburban Community"; President Pro- 
Tem Frank MeConnell of Baton Rouge, spoke on "The Baton Rouge Plan"; and Dr. Don 
Larson of the University of Miami, spoke on "The Dade County-Miami Plan.” 


On Tuesday, the topic was "Shelter and Urban Renewal". The chairman of this 
discussion was Mayor Donald Mead of Syracuse, New York. The speakers were Martin 
- Meyerson, Executive Director, A.C.T.1.0.N. (American Council to Improve Our Neigh- 
“borhoods); Mayor Richard C. Lee, New Haven, Connecticut; and Albert M. Cole, Ad- 
—ninistrator, U.S. Housing and Home Finance Agency. This was followed by a discus- 
“sion on "Off-Street Parking and Traffic Administration", featuring Prof. Thonas 
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Seburn y Burcau of Highway Traffic, Yale University, "Getting the Most Out of Your 
Street Systen"; Fenton G. Jordan, Jr., City Traffic Engineer, Norfolk, Virginia, 
"Traffig Meluserins Administration"; and Ma yor Willian E. Brown, Ann Arbor, Michi- 
gan, "How Ann Arbor Solved Its Parking Problem". Jolm D. McGillis, Director, Mu- 
nicipal Parking Authority, Detroit, Michigan, presided over this discussion. 


Wecnesday 30 was devotec to the most pressing of their current municipal prob- 
lems, Urban Transportation. The morning started with a discussion of solving the 
mass transit problem. The speakers were Donald C. Hyde, General Manager, Cleveland 
Transit Authority, who spoke on "The Pubiic Operation Viewpoint"; Eno Cochran, 
President, Nashville Transit Cormpany, who spoxe on "The Private Operation Views 
point"; and E. D. Tenuyson, Traction Saa o Younesticwn, Ohio, discussed the 

Cities! Stakes". This was followed by e panel session os "Cities and the Nation- 
al Highway Progran" iwith tn ¡e folioving es ipants: Wil?fred Owens, econonist, 
Brookinzs métitutlcn, who ara on "Hiriways in the Cities? Transportation Pic- 
turo"; Pyke Jolns son, Past President, QUESO ve Safety Founcation, who spoke on 

Urban Highwey Needs"; and Glenn el SE National Hishway Progran." 
yor Ben West of Nashville, Tennessee, pr esi: led. Eo governor ídlai E. Stev- 
énson, addresseá the group at the Weúnesday luncheon. 


7 


The congress concluded with the annual business meeting at which tine the 
yors and other officials present decided on new or changed national municipal 
policies. The resolutions taken will be publi shed in Vol. V, No. 3, January-March, 
1956, of the Inter-American Municipal Revicw. 


000 


For the next year period were electecl Mayor Robert F. Wagner, of New York City, 
President, and Mayor Ben West, cf Nashville, Tennessee, Vice-President. 


The AMA (American Municipal rip. with offices in Chicago and which 
headquarter in Washington is under the direction of Mr. Patrick Healy, Jr., Exec- 
tive Director, is dedicated to the sole objective of naking it easier for res- 
masible officials to run their cities through the following activities: 1t serves 
AS a clearing house for information on current nunicipel problems and how they are 
eng net; a research center is maintained to keep comprehensive and up-to+-date in- 
ormation on hand. and at the disposeal of member cities; combining information and 
ection, the AMA carries the cause of mnicipalities to Washington, with the weight 
f its mernbership behind its position; 1t focuses national attention on the attitude 
¡' municipalities towerd proposed legislation, and carries on a positive program de- 
pigned to create favorable public opinion towerd that attitude. Finally, it is the 


| 


: 


rFofessional society of municipal govermients; the trade organization of municipal- 
ties; their Washington representative. 


For detailed information about this useful and well orzanized association write 


Mr. Patrick Healy, Jr., Executive Director, American Municipal Association, 1625 
Street, N.W., Washington 6, D.C.. 
| JOINT REFERENCE 


o JAN 8 1957 


LIBRARY 


The sources of information of our publications can be consuited in the special- 
poo library of the CPCI where it is sent by several organizations and private in- 
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